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a EDINBURGH CONFERENCE COMMEMORATION 
| eee 4. 


\ Pe The Edinburgh Missionary Conference took place 


Pee 14-23, 1910, under the chairmmship of Dr. 

| John R. Mott. Commemorative services are being 
held at Riverside Church, New York, on May 25; 
WWesturinster Abbey, London, on June 23; amd St. 
Giles Cathedral Church, Edinburgh, on August 14, 
(1960. Of this Conference Dr. Kenneth Scott 
Tstourette writes as follows: 


"In this fiftieth anniversary year of the 
| fonbas conference we have the perspective which 


it. Here was unquestionably a major landmark in 
“world Ghristionity.  Fros it came major impulses 
to the Ecumenical Movement. Out of it grew the 
| Tnternaticnal Missionary Council and many of the 
| National Christian Councils which are its member 
bodies. It gave impetus to what we now call the 
| a and Order Movement and indirectly to the 
_ founding: of the Life and Work Movement. Its 


the most creative figures in both bodies and was 


enables us to see the influences which flowed from 


| aden was Dr. Joseph H. Oldham who was one of 


_ to be chiefly responsible for the planning of the 


ac oY. June, 1960 


THE GROWING STREAM 


The total influence of the Edinburgh Confer- 
ence can never be calculated. It is still growing. 
Like the stream that flowed from the temple in 
Ezekiel’s vision, the ankle-deep trickle has be- 
come a river too great to cross--a river of 
Christ-filled, committed lives, freshening the 
stagnant sea of man’s unconcern for man. 

From the overwhelming evidence of God's grace 
in times past we take courage for the future. The 
projected merger of the I.M.C. and the W.C.C. will 
unite two great streams of ecumenical concern; but 
it is less significant in itself than as a symbol 
of the growing realization that the Church is 
truly alive only as it bears living witness to its 
living Lord. When, touched by His presence, 
groups of Christians bear courageous witness to 
the Truth, when they glorify God in their daily 
work, when they defend the cause of the less 
privileged, when they reconcile the estranged and 
seek reconciliation with those they have hated, 
when they pour out life and treasure to relieve 
distress and remove the causes of suffering, with 


Oxford 1937 Conference on Church, Community and 
State. The two movements united to form the 
World Council of Churches. These two direct and 
indirect results of 'Edinburgh 1910'--The 
International Missionary Council and the World 
Council of Churches--have worked in close co- 
operation since the latter’s inception and are ient, as well as necessary, to leave these mat- 


equal concern for peoples near and far, then--and 
only then--is the Church fulfilling its mission. 
In respect to peoples far away all of these 
undertakings have hitherto been the special 
assignment of the boards of mission of the 
churches in Europe and America. It was conven- 
now in process of full integration. ters to the missionaries; they were the special- 
Mea "Although only a few 'nationals' (members of 
the ‘Younger Churches! brought into being by the 
Protestant Missionary Movement) were at Edinburgh 
“in 1910--as delegates of the missionary societies 
7 Of ‘Europe and America rather than as representa- 
tives of those Younger Churches--their prominence 
P in the gathering was a precursor of the increasing 
| part which their churches are having in the world- 
_ wide mission of the Church. 
_"!Edinburgh 1910' thus marked the transition 
ak coin a purely Western- centered, denominational 
- Protestamtism to a world-embracing, super-racial, 
_ super- -denominat ional acme! which even now 
is in its exciting early stages." 


ists in this field. But specialization has in- 
vaded the churches at home also. Boards and 
agencies for Christian action in one field or 
another have proliferated, while the sense of 
direct personal involvement on the part of the 
men and women in the pews of the churches has 
steadily diminished. 

But once again there are signs of renewal. 
Today hundreds of thousands of Americans live 
overseas with opportunities for direct personal 
involvement in the interests, needs and concerns 
of other peoples. Some of them are taking seri- 
ously their mandate to bear the yoke of Christ by 
entering deeply and sympathetically into the life 
of the people around them rather than remaining 


safely aloof. Visitors from overseas are coming 
to the West in increasing numbers, not only stu- 
dents, but mature men and women, leaders in govern- 
ment, business and the professions. Al] the tech- 
nical and professional skills by which the lay 
people in our churches contribute to the health 
and enrichment of society are needed throughout 
the world. Social responsibility knows no fron- 
tiers. The outreach.of the Church into the world 
in the days ahead should be a movement involving 
all Christians, realizing in their own commitment 
and experience the fellowship of all believers. 


THE EAST ASIA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 


The Working Committee of the East Asia Chris- 
tian Conference met in Hong Kong in April, 1960. 
Reports were received from the seven standing 
committees, each one of which is helping the 
churches of Asia, Indonesia and the Pacific to 
relate the witness of the Gospel more effectively 
to one or another phase of Asian life. Many 
specialized international meetings will be taking 
place in that area during the next two or three 
years. The stimulus to study and action together 
that has resulted from the establishment of the 
East Asia Christian Conference is extraordinary. 

Throughout the region, many thousands of women 
are banded together in the "Fellowship of the 
Least Coin." Each of them sets aside daily the 
smallest coin in their local currencies as a 
fellowship offering. By this means the sum of 
$41,926.39 had been accumlated to the end of 
1959. The Working Committee decided that an 
allocation should be made from this fund to help 
meet some serious need in every continent. Thus 
the East Harlem Protestant Parish in New York will 
shortly be receiving a contribution from the women 
of East Asia! 

Among the accomplishments of the East Asia 
Christian Conference during the past two years 
are the following: Evangelistic teams visited 
several countries with international support and 
cooperation. A Conference on Industrial Evan- 
gelism brought together 57 persons from 14 coun- 
tries of East Asia. Koreans were sent to Thailand 
as fraternal workers. A Christian Literature 
Conference and an Asia Youth Consultation were 
held in Tokyo, and a Christian Medical Workers 
Conference in Hong Kong. Contributions from 
churches and Christian councils in Asia for 
special relief in Indonesia exceeded $4,800. 


The E.A.C.C. Assembly at Kuala Lumpur in May, 
1959, brought together 176 participants from 21] 
countries. Of these, 62 received travel subsidies 


from conference funds, the rest came independently. 


BISHOP NEWBIGIN IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC 


During February and March, 1960, Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin, General Secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, visited Australia, New Zealand, 


and Fiji. The immediate occasion was a Conference 
of the Churches of Australia at Melbourne; but the 
visit provided an opportunity for many important 
contacts and discussions, especially in prepara- 
tion for a conference of the churches of the 
Pacific Islands to be held in April, 1961. 

The visit revealed the extraordinary dangers of 
isolation. Communities in which there is a strong 
and living Christian witness may yet become warped 
and ingrown through lack of contact with the rest 
of the world. They lack the challenge to fresh 
thinking and spiritual renewal which comes to many 
of us because we are directly involved in the life 
of the world with all its tensions and issues. It 
is therefore most important that ties of mutual 
helpfulness be maintained with the Island communi- 
ties and their churches. Some very specific prac- 
tical issues also affect the islands, such as the 
incursions of many divisive sectarian movements. 
The provision of adequate theological training for 
churches scattered so thinly over such a vast area 
is a special problem which is under study. 


ECUMENICAL VISITS TO LATIN AMERICA 


Early in February, 1960, the Executive Committee 
of the World Council of Churches met at Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. This was the first meeting of 
the Committee in South America. It was preceded 
by a two-day consultation with leaders of the 
churches in the River Plate area. There was a 
frank and cordial exchange of views on the life 
and witness of the churches in Latin America and 
the interests they have in common with the wider 
ecumenical fellowship. Subsequently, a similar 
consultation took place in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 

Prior to these meetings, Dr. Philip A. Potter, 
Youth Secretary af the World Council of Churches, 
held a very significant youth consultation in 
Costa Rica. He reported deep interest and serious 
questioning among the young people. 

Dr. Norman Goodall was also in Latin America 
from early in January until just before the Buenos 
Aires meeting. His journey took him to Mexico, 
Guatemala, Costa Rica, Cuolombia, Equador, Peru, 
Argentina and Brazil. In each country he met with 
officers of the Christian council, inter-mission 
fellowship, or equivalent body. Contact was made 
not only with the churches and missions fully 
associated with the ecumenical movement, but with 
a score or more of other missionary agencies 
working in these countries, and with theological 
seminaries, Bible schools and institutes. Discus- 
sions ranged over a wide variety of subjects. 
Sometimes it was a matter of clearing up the most 
extraordinary misunderstandings about how churches 
work together ecumenically. At other points he 
was able to interpret the upsurging spirit of the 
churches in Asia, which are moving ahead boldly 
under their own national leadership, to groups of 
missionaries who knew nothing of such develop- 


ments. He writes, "Attitudes, assumptions, and 


_ worship? 


' shock that we cannot get over it easily. 
you will remember that Mrs. Maria Pak Lee was our 


_ it happened. 


action as their last resort. 


questions belonging to a distant day in most 


_ parts of Asia are as contemporary in Latin America 


as are dpparently the counterpart attitudes of the 

zealous sending congregations in North America." 
Basically he found many Protestants asking 

what it is that the non-Roman churches must give 


for the sake of the Gospel? Is it primarily their 


This seems too 
How can the historic justification of 


non-Romanism or even anti-Romanism? 
negative. 
Protestantism be conveyed more positively and more 
richly? Do the non-Roman churches have a vital 
realization of the nature of the church, especially 
the nature of its unity and the patterns of its 
Are they sharing the full riches of their 
own heritage? Is it here that the ecumenical move- 
ment has its most urgent meaning for this aston- 
ishing and exciting continent? 


REPORT FROM KOREA 
The most colorful officer of the I.M.C. is 


Dr. Helen Kim, President of Ewha Woman's University, 


Seoul, Korea. Dr. Kim recently celebrated her 
60th birthday, an event greatly honored in Korea. 
As a national figure she had a tremendous ovation. 
On May 3rd, 1960, Dr. Kim wrote friends in 
America about the tragic and heroic events late in 
April. Ewha University is now a very large insti- 
tution, with a student body of over 7,000 and a 
faculty and staff of over 500. Many of the stu- 


dents were involved in the demonstrations that 


brought about a change in government. In fact, 
student demonstrators led the movement. 

"In this respect" she writes, "it seems to be 
unique in history. The change was inevitable. 


Unfortunately, the police fired shots at the un- 


armed students and caused the loss of lives, which 


were not planned for and were not necessary. 
Another unfortunate thing was that hoodlums and 
gangsters took advantage of the situation to 
damage lives and properties. When students saw 
this happen, they turned right around and helped 


_ the Army to restore peace and order in the city. 
-Now new hands and new groups are working hard to 


bring about a more satisfactory form of democratic 
government. 

"The constructive work of building democracy 
lies ahead. The students have begun their studies 
again, more determined than ever before to be 
ready to share in this great task when their 
turn comes. 

"The tragic death of the Lee family was such a 
Many of 


Vice President. Nobody knows exactly why and how 
The events that rushed in upon them 
in rapid succession probably drove them to this 
It seems to have 


been inevitable. We had two very modest but 


4 beautiful services for their funeral and 
- intermment. 


"With pain and anxiety we have been going 
through the birthpangs of our Democracy. 
Continue to pray for us." 


CRISIS IN AFRICA 


1950 will be remembered in many parts of 
Africa as the year of decision. Political free- 
dom is being attained in countries which, to the 
outward eye, seem ill-equipped for the tasks of 
nation building. South Africa is caught in a 
web of ever-tightening repressive measures de- 
signed to maintain barriers of race and caste 
agdinst the explosive pressures of legitimate 
African aspirations. 

These crisés confront Christians with demands 
for responsible witness and action. In the words 
of Bishop Newbigin, "the church has...both the 
duty and the possibility of standing for justice 
without self-righteousness in such a way that it 
can act as a reconciling power among those who 
are divided." 

How this is being done we expect to report 
more fully in the next NEWSLETTER. 


INTRODUCING DONALD M'TIMKULU 


The Provisional Committee appointed by the 
Ibadan Conference in January, 1958, to foster 
regional cooperation in Africa held its second 
meeting in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, last 
September. It took the major step of calling 
Dr. Donald M’Timkulu as secretary. Dr. M’Timkulu 
was born and educated in South Africa, and has a 
Master's Degree from Yale University, and a Ph.D. 
from Natal University. He was successively a 
teacher at Adams College, Principal of Ohlange 
Institute, and Senior Lecturer in Education at 
Fort Hare University. He has rendered important 
service in the Methodist Church of South ‘Africa 
and in inter-racial and inter-denominational 


bodies. Mrs. M’Timkulu has also studied overseas 
and holds a degree in music. They have three 
children. 


In December Dr. M’Timkulu spent some time at 
Geneva and Bossey, followed by visits to Great 
Britain, Sweden, Holland and the United States, 
stopping in several African countries on his 
return. 
penetrating insight, his forbearance, and above 
all his radiant Christia faith, made a deep 


His ready grasp of new situations, his 


impression everywhere. 

In the face of the explosive developments in 
Africa, Dr. M’Timkulu will have unique opportuni- 
ties to guide and stimulate creative action. This 
should be of immense value to all the churches. 


STAFF CHANGES 


Dr. Glora M. Wysner has resigned from the 


staff of the I.M.C. in order to accept a teaching 
appointment at Garrett Biblical Institute, 
Evanston, Illinois. Since 1949 she has served as 
a member of the New York staff, carrying with 
sustained energy and insight a wide range of 
assignments. Her absence will be deeply felt, and 
the place she held so ably will not easily be 
filled. 


Before coming to the I.M.C., Dr. Wysner had 
been a teacher and a social worker in the United 
States and a missionary to the Kabyles in 
Algeria. In that capacity she attended the 1940 
Methodist general Conference as a delegate from 
North Africa, In 1942 she became Secretary for 
the Near East Committee and the Committee on 
Missionary Personnel in what later became the 
Division of Foreign Missions of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

In the I.M.C. her major responsibilities have 
been in Muslim work, the Near East, Home and 
Family Life, Christian Literature and the Study 
Centers in Asia. 

The Reverend Dr. Wilfred Scopes will join the 
staff of the International Missionary Council on 
July 15 as secretary of the Standing Committee on 
the Ministry. He will carry out plans already 
begun for surveys of theological education in 
Latin America, the Caribbean, and the Middle East. 
He will also direct a two-year program of study 
on the work of the Ministry in the Younger 
Churches. 
of part-time, non-professional ministries, lay 
leadership and the provision of continued training 
for ministers in active service. 


This includes such concerns as the use 


Dr. Scopes was born in Great Britain in 1901, 
and has been a missionary of the London Missionary 


Society in India since 1925. He has been princi- 


This NEWSLETTER has a new name. 


the former "World Associates Newsletter" 
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pal of the United Theological Seminary in Gooty, 
South India, and of the United Theological College 
at Dornakal. Since 1954 he has been on the staff 
of the National Christian Council of India with 
special responsibility for literature and theolog- 
ical education. He has published several books in 
Telugu and in English. Dr. and Mrs. Scopes will 
reside in New York, and he will work in close 
liaison with the staff of the Theological Educa- 
tion Fund of the I.M.C. This undertaking is being 
financed through the Projects Fund of the I.M.C., 
with a major part of the support being provided 
by mission boards in Canada. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Dr. J. Merle Davis, formerly associated withthe 


I.M.C., died on March 15, 1960. Born in Japan in 
1899, he served the land of his birth from 1905 to 
1924 through the Y.M.C.A. From 1925 - 1930 he was 
General Secretary of the Institute of Pacific 
Relations in Honolulu. In 1930 he became the 
first Director of the Department of Social and — 
Industrial Research of the I.M.C., a post he held 
until his retirement in 1946. He probably is best 
remembered in I.M.C. circles for the outstanding — 
surveys he prepared on industrial development in 
its bearing on the world mission, particularly 

in Africa and Latin America. 


World Mission Newsletter is the first issue since 
" appeared in December, 
Wilson are now living in Texas where they have 
We are deeply appreciative of their service to the I.M.C. 


1959. The former 
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